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BILLY GRAHAM IN AUSTRALIA 


Evangelism Records Are 
Being Set at Sydney 


By ALAN PRIOR 
Editor, The Australian Baptist 


HIS REPORT is being written at the 
ce of the fourth Sunday of the 
Billy Graham Crusade in Sydney. There 
is one more week to go. A total of 670,- 
000 persons have visited the Showground 
thus far, and no fewer than 43,469 have 
professed decisions for Christ. 

Many Christians judged that the Cru- 
sade reached a high point this afternoon, 
May 3, when 75,000 persons pushed into 
the arena to hear the evangelist preach on 
the “Second Coming of Christ.” It was a 
great sermon, ranking high among the 
messages of the Crusade. 

When the invitation was given, the 
miraculous response that has become usual 
but can never be commonplace was wit- 
nessed again. 

The immense congregation stirred like 
tripe heads of wheat moved by the summer 
wind as multitudes rose from spiritual 
death and came forward into faith. 


Many Records Smashed 

As the service closed 3,765 inquirers 
had pressed forward to stand on “Holy 
Ground” before the speaker’s platform. 
That area of brown earth, worn bare by 
the feet of 43,469 seekers who have stood 
there to receive counsel is indeed holy 
ground, for it is ground where God has 
met His seeking children. 

As the Crusade continues and goes from 
strength to strength, from victory to vic- 
tory, so many previous records are being 








Thousands Made Decisions 


broken that they do not seem significant 
any more. Growth of the interest of the 
citizens of Sydney may be assessed from 
the increasing congregations. Attendance 
on the opening Sunday, April 12, was 50,- 
000. This rose to 65,000 on April 19; 
67,000 on April 26 and 75,000 on May 3. 
Average attendance for the twenty meet- 
ings up to May 3, was 33,500. 

(A total of 150,000 persons attended the 
Sydney Crusade’s final services on May 10, 
boosting overall attendance at Sydney to 
just short of one million. Of these, 56,163 
made decisions. 

(Totals for the complete Australasian 
Crusade are still untabulated. The series 
at Melbourne gained an attendance of 
(Continued to page 4) 










Baptists in the Cameroons 


A STORY OF 
COOPERATIVE 
MISSIONS 


By HENRY COOK 


London 


i FEBRUARY ISSUE Of THE BAPTIST 
Wor._p carried an article on “Alfred 
Saker: God’s Hero in the Cameroons” and 
pioneer for Christ in this part of West 
Africa. 

Saker was sent out by the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society in London, and he was fol- 
lowed by others. The story of Stanley’s 
voyage down the Congo river, however, 
turned the attention of British Baptists to 
the Congo, and from that time onwards 
British Baptists made the Congo their main 
African field. Saker went on in the Camer- 
oons and did the great work described in 
the February article. 


Cooperative Missions 

The work of the B.M.S. in the Came- 
roons was terminated when the German 
emperor occupied that part of Africa in 
the 1880’s and declared it a German 
protectorate. The Basel Mission Society 
(of Switzerland) entered the field. The 
Baptists of the Cameroons objected to in- 
fant baptism, (practiced by the Basel So- 
ciety), and the result was that the Baptists 
of Germany formed a mission society and 
took over the section of the Cameroons 
previously occupied by the British, while 
the Basel mission concentrated on new 
areas. 

The fine work of the German mission- 
aries was disrupted by World War I, when 
the German colony was occupied by Brit- 
ish and French troops. The German mis- 
sionaries were interned, and the Africans 
carried on by themselves, until the Paris 
Mission Society entered the vacuum. The 
French missionaries encountered the same 
stubborn resistance to infant baptism as 
the Basel Society, and very shortly Bap- 
tist missionaries from France came to the 
rescue and took up work in the area of 
French Cameroun where the German Bap- 
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tists had left off. These new missionaries 
worked under the “umbrella” of the Paris 
Mission Society, but their work was Bap. 
tist, not interdenominational. 

After World War I the Cameroons were 
divided into British Cameroons and French 
Cameroun. German missionaries were al- 
lowed to re-enter the British zone and 
the work was carried on jointly by Ger- 
man Baptists and German-American Bap- 
tists of the U.S.A. Since World War II, 
the latter group (from the North American 
Baptist General Conference) has borne the 
responsibility alone. 

In 1953 came formation of the most re- 
cent of all our Baptist Missionary So- 
cieties: that which grew out of the Euro- 
pean Baptist Federation founded in 1950, 
It was felt that many of our smaller groups 
in Europe could not engage in the great 
enterprise of foreign missions except on a 
cooperative basis, and as a result the 
European Baptist Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety was established. 

The German brethren were eager to get 


(Continued to page 18) 
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A Newer Field of Advance . 


BAPTISTS IN 


By SYDNEY L. GOLDFINCH, SR. 


HREE MAIN CURRENTS Of Baptist life 

have contributed to the development 
of the testimony in Paraguay: the Argen- 
tine Baptist Convention, the Foreign Mis- 
sion Board of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, and the immigratory movement of 
Baptist brethren from Russia, Germany, 
the Baltic states and other areas of Eastern 
Europe. 

Paraguayan Baptists, cooperating 
through the Evangelical Baptist Conven- 
tion of Paraguay, now number 584 bap- 
tized believers in six churches. They bap- 
tized 80 last year, a ratio of one to six. 
Almost 900 are enrolled in eleven Sunday 
schools. 


Baptists Came in 1920 

Argentine Baptists sent Maximino 
Fernandez to Paraguay in 1920 as a mis- 
sionary of their convention. The First 


Baptist Church of Asuncion was developed 


under his leadership and that of his three 


PARAGUAY 


successors until 1945. This church was an 
active’ agent in evangelism. All of the 
Spanish-speaking churches owe something 
to this first effort. 

The majority of the immigrants from 
East Europe came to Paraguay between 
1920-1940, settling principally on the 
upper Parana River near the city of En- 
carnacion. Nine Baptist churches were or- 
ganized during this period, all being rural 
or village congregations. Since 1947 many 
of the brethren from this area have gone 
to Argentina and the churches have been 
greatly reduced in numbers and _testi- 
mony. The ministry is carried on in 
Russian and Ukrainian with some sessions 
in Spanish. Two of these churches have 
attempted in a very positive way to reach 
their Paraguayan neighbors. Mr. W. E. 
Craighead of the S.B.C. Foreign Mission 
Board served in this area from 1948 to 
1957 when he retired. 

The S.B.C. Foreign Mission Board en- 
tered Paraguay in 1945 at the request of 


Villa Morra Baptist Church in Asuncion 
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the Argentine Convention. Emphasis was 
first placed on evangelistic and church de- 
velopment. In 1953 the Baptist hospital 
began its ministry with two missionary 
doctors and four missionary nurses. This 
institution is a recognized part of medical 
work in the country and has a fine record 
of service. More than 15,000 individual 
patients have been treated during the six 
years since the hospital opened. 


Convention Organized 


The Paraguay Baptist Convention was 
organized in 1956 with six churches. None 
of the churches which use language other 
than Spanish entered into this organiza- 
tion. With the backing and support of the 
Paraguay Mission of the Foreign Mission 
Board, the Convention works through six 
boards; Missions, Education, Youth, 
W.M.U., Publications, and Maintenance. 
Three or four congregations are expected 
to join the Convention during the course 
of the year. 

A national ministry is developing. At 
present, five of the eight pastors are 
Paraguayans, two having graduated from 
the International Seminary in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, and three from the 
Baptist Theological Institute in Asuncion. 
The latter institution helps to develop the 
local men who can not attend the semi- 
nary or who may later study there. Some 
go directly to the seminary from their 
secondary school preparation. 

Paraguay is a bi-lingual country. The 
more effective ministry is carried on in the 
Guarani (old Indian) language. Para- 
guayan pastors are excellent in this field. 
Though still greatly dependent on help 
from other brethren, the Baptist life in 
Paraguay is vigorous and developing. The 
“land of the Guarani” begins to take its 
place in the community of the brethren 
of the Baptist World Alliance. 
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Graham in Australia 
(Continued from page 1) 


720,000 with 26,400 decisions, and those 
in New Zealand an attendance of 355,009 
with 15,982 decisions. ) 

These amazing results are not due to hig 
preaching, Mr. Graham declared. They 
are the work of the Holy Spirit in answer 
to many prayers. Millions of Christians 
around the world are joining their in 
tercessions with the hundreds of thousands 
who are praying in Australia. 

He felt that there was such a work of 
the Holy Spirit in progress that preaching 
had become relatively unimportant. He 
was sure that if he were to quote John 3; 
16 and invite the people to come they 
would respond. 


Compared to Pentecost 


“This is revival,” the evangelist de- 
clared. “We are seeing Pentecostal days. 
If we had read that 100 years ago 1,000 
people had been converted in one day we 


A Baptist counsellor was asked dur- 
ing the invitation of one of the Syd- 
ney Crusade meetings, “Can Billy 
Graham do anything for a criminal?” 

The counsellor properly replied that 
Billy could not but Christ could. 

“Well hold this for me,” said the 
criminal as he passed the counsellor 
a revolver and went forward with the 
throng streaming to the front of the 
arena. 


would have said ‘What wonderful days’ 
and wished that we had lived in them. 
But we are seeing not one but two and 
three thousand coming forward at a meet- 
ing,” he said. 

The response of Roman Catholics is 
significant. Notwithstanding the edict that 
they must not attend the meetings or listen 
to Billy Graham, thousands of them are 
doing so and hundreds have been won to 
Christ. It would be impossible to calculate 
how many more have looked and listened 
through television. Every Roman Catholic 
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of our business or social acquaintance 
seems to have done so. They are ebullient 
at the Christian winsomeness of the 
evangelist, the simplicity of the Crusade 
programs and the wonder of the Christian 
gospel they are hearing. 

Eric Baume, controversial columnist for 
Sydney’s “Daily Mirror,” has commented: 
“Billy Graham does not insult public in- 
telligence. He insults no one; he exhorts 
all; his heart of wondrous sympathy beats 
in his face. 

“What does Graham preach? He 
preaches admission of personal sins. Why 
not? Who among us has never felt re- 
morse? Graham links remorse with sal- 
vation and divine forgiveness. He pre- 
sents outstretched arms, not clenched fists. 
He abuses none. He has enveloping sym- 
pathy for all. I personally cannot accept 
all he preaches, but that does not debar 
me from thanking him for coming to 
Australia.” 


The Crusade and the Churches 
Churches of all the participating de- 
nominations are already reporting the 
benefits of the Crusade in local congrega- 
tions. Rev. H. J. Rowe, minister of Syd- 
ney’s downtown Central Baptist Church, 
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stated that on Sunday, May 3, his usual 
congregation of about 300 had swelled to 
650. 

In the city’s “Bohemian” quarter, the 
King’s Cross district, there has been an 
amazing response. Canon A. W. Morton, 
Rector of St. John’s Church of England, 
says that at the end of the first week of 
the Crusade he had received over 100 re- 
ferals of people from the Darlinghurst- 
King’s Cross area who had answered the 
invitation. 

Touching the top leadership of the city, 
the lists of decisions included 50 doctors, 
28 lawyers, 150 entertainers, 300 business 
executives, more than 500 teachers and 
1,000 nurses. 

Most conclusively the Crusade is to be 
measured by its effects in the lives of in- 
dividuals. The thousands who have 
tramped the turf off the Show Ring as they 
have come to stand before the evangelist 
are men and women and young people 
who have come, one by one, to Christ. 

Theirs is the true story of the Crusade. 
It is being written not in headlines and 
statistics, but in the lives of men and 
women saved from sin and redeemed unto 
God. 
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MISSION TOURS 


Offer A Great Variety Of Selected 
Itineraries And Rates From Which To 
Choose . . 


All Tours Feature the 
TENTH BAPTIST WORLD CONGRESS 

Rio de Janeiro, June 26-July 3, 1960 
RIO SPECIAL 
ROUND SOUTH AMERICA 


AIR CRUISE TOURS __... 3, 4, 6, & 8 weeks—Rates from $ 985 


ROUND SOUTH AMERICA 


SEA-AIR CRUISE TOURS __._... 6 or 7 weeks—Rates from $1495 


ROUND SOUTH AMERICA 


STEAMER CRUISE TOURS .... 7 or 8 weeks—Rates from $1935 


All tours (except Rio Special) include visits to Mission Stations. 





SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT FOR DETAILS AND RESERVATIONS 
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News 


Adams and Denny Plan 
African Itinerary 


President Theodore F. Adams and As- 
sociate Secretary Robert S. Denny of the 
Baptist World Alliance will visit ten coun- 
tries in Africa and the Middle East this 
summer. Mrs. Adams will accompany 
them. 

Leaving the B.W.A. offices in Washing- 
ton June 25, they will enter Africa at 
Cairo, Egypt, and will spend the next six 
weeks in Kenya, Northern Rhodesia, 
Southern Rhodesia, South Africa, French 
Equatorial Africa, French Cameroun, and 
Nigeria. 

It will be the first time a president of the 
Baptist World Alliance has visited Africa 
in that capacity. Dr. Adams and Mr. 
Denny had planned such a trip in 1957 
but were delayed by Dr. Adams’ illness. 

Two youth meetings are on the itinerary. 
At Durban, they will attend the second 
annual South African Youth Conference. 
At Lagos, they will meet with African 
youth leaders in a planning session. 

A visit with Dr. Albert Schweitzer at his 
hospital at Lambarene, French Equatorial 
Africa, also is contemplated, following up 
a visit by the B.W.A. Medical Mission 
team a year ago. 

The party will return to the U.S.A. 
about August 7. 





B.W.A. Executive Committee 
To Meet at Rochester 


Members of the Baptist World Alliance 
Executive Committee and seven study 
commissions will meet on the Colgate- 
Rochester Divinity School campus at 
Rochester, N. Y., U. S. A., August 24-28. 

Dr. Theodore F. Adams said that the 
study commissions will assemble on Mon- 
| day evening, August 24, and will continue 
until Wednesday noon. The Executive 
Committee will begin its sessions Wednes- 
day evening and deliberate through Friday 
morning. 
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of the Baptist World 











NEXT ISSUE: SEPTEMBER 


The Baptist World is not published 
in the months of July and August. Next 
issue will be September. 

Watch for the September issue for a 
better than ever coverage of news affect- 
ing Baptists around the world. Special 
correspondents have been named from 
many countries to bring information to 
you quickly and fully. 





Plans for the program of the Tenth Bap- 
tist World Congress, to be held at Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, June 26-July 3, 1960, will 
receive primary attention at the Execu- 
tive Committee sessions. 

The Rochester meeting will be the first 
gathering for the Commission on World 
Peace, authorized by the Alliance Ad- 
ministrative Committee last November. 
President Adams said that membership of 
this committee will be announced as soon 
as replies are received from appointment 
letters. 

The other commissions meeting at 
Rochester will deal with religious liberty, 
evangelism, Bible study and membership 
training, world missions, and the doctrines 
of the Church and of baptism. 


SBC President Reports 
Latin American Progress 


Encouraging signs for the strengthening 
of religious liberty in Latin America are 
reported by Brooks Hays, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. President 
and Mrs. Hays recently returned from a 
two weeks’ tour of Colombia, Ecuador, 
Peru, Costa Rica and Nicaragua under 
the sponsorship of the Foreign Mission 
Board of the SBC. 

A new political leadership is emerging in 
many of the countries of South America, 
he reported, and these leaders are aware 
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of the part their nations must play in 
world affairs. Hence, they are increasingly 
concerned for the rights of minority groups 
and are insisting on freedom for all. 

“The effort to establish complete re- 
ligious freedom has not been successful in 
all areas yet,” Hays declared, “but I en- 
countered many encouraging signs and as- 
surances as I visited with heads of govern- 
ment, other officials and many of our mis- 
sionaries.” 


AUSTRALASIA 


AUSTRALIA: 


Dr. Himbury Inducted 

The largest congregation yet to attend 
a commencement service of the Baptist 
Theological College at Melbourne packed 
the Collins Street Church last month when 
the Rev. D. Mervyn Himbury, B.A., B.D., 
B.Litt., was inducted as Principal. 

The Rev. Wesley J. Bligh, acting presi- 
dent of the college, presided, and Rev. A. 
E. Smith, president of the Union, con- 
ducted the induction. 





See Page 1 for Alan Prior’s moving 
story on the Billy Graham Crusade in 
Australia and New Zealand. 


AFRICA 


Baptists Unaffected by Uprising 


The traditional Baptist position of separa- 
tion of church and state which has helped 
Baptist churches and missions throughout 
Africa to be identified as nonpolitical 
bodies, is credited by a missionary for 
continued progress of church life despite 
current political uprisings in the Federa- 
tion of Central Africa. 

Dr. Ralph T. Bowlin, a Southern Baptist 
missionary who serves as chairman of the 
Baptist Mission of Central Africa, reports 
that though the government placed a ban 
on public meetings Baptist churches were 
able to continue their services in most 
areas, 
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BELGIAN CONGO: 
Churches Join in BJA 


Baptists of the Belgian Congo will join 
with their brethren around the world jp 
carrying out the Jubilee Advance program, 

Emphasis during the first year will be 
placed on strengthening witness in the 
schools and hospitals, in the second year 
on strengthening the witness of the local 
church. The third year will see a strength. 
ening of evangelistic witness through wide. 
spread campaigns. Witness in urban areas 
and among young people will be stressed 
during the fourth year and special attention 
will be given to the world outreach of Bap. 
tists during the fifth year. 

Two Ministers Ordained 

Two Congolese nationals have been or- 
dained as Baptist ministers, the first time 
in the history of the American Baptist 
mission work in the Belgian Congo. 

The newly ordained ministers are Rev. 
Jean V. Lubikulu, pastor of a Baptist 
church in Leopoldville, and Rev. Colon, 
Kapini, a regional school inspector and 
church advisor. Although there are more 
than 1500 Congolese pastors, catechists 
and Bible women working with the 55,000 
members of the American Baptist-related 
constituency in the Congo, until now none 
of them had been officially ordained. 


KENYA: 
Church at Mombasa 

The first Baptist church in Mombasa, 
the Kisauni Baptist church, and the second 
in all of Kenya has been organized with 
eight charter members who studied Baptist 
beliefs and doctrines for a year. 

At a meeting in which several of the 
Christians gave testimonies as to why a 
Baptist church should ‘be organized in 
Mombasa, a non-believer stood and said, 
“T believe that a church is needed because 
of people like myself.” He later made a 
profession of faith. 


TANGANYIKA: 
New Churches Organized 

Baptist churches have been organized in 
Mbeya and Dar es Salaam less than three 
years after missionaries started -work in 
these areas. 
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A small band of people began holding 
regular services in a rented mud-brick 
dwelling in Mbeya. Nineteen charter mem- 


are certainly two very fine signs that the 
churches are growing in strength.” 
Three Orient fields—Japan, Korea, and 


Join bers were authorized by the First Baptist Hong Kong—are planning evangelistic 
din} church, Paris, Tenn., U.S.A., to form the crusades for this coming fall, in keeping 
ram. | First Baptist church, Mbeya. with the 1959 emphasis on evangelism. 
Ibe J Bight African Christians and two mis- The Baptist churches of Taiwan baptized 
the } sionaries made up the charter membership a total of 1,100 persons during 1958, or 
yeat | of the First Baptist church, Dar es Salaam. one for every five church members. For 
Ocal the second straight year the churches 
gth- showed a membership gain of 24 per cent, 
ide- INTO" this time without the special evangelistic 
reas crusade which marked the previous year. 
o Evangelism Flourishes in Orient There was a 55 per cent gain in church 
sap.) _ Reports from the Baptist churches in the membership in Malaya, which was also one 
Orient fields reveal an increase of 10 of the countries with the greatest number 
per cent in baptisms in 1958, a ratio better of new churches. The other country in this 
than one baptism for every eight church ‘4tegory was the Philippines. : 
Or} members, and a net gain of 10 per cent in In Thailand, 1958 brought one baptism 
'mé } church membership, the Southern Baptist for each six church members, and a net 
tist Foreign Mission Board reveals. gain of 7 per cent in membership. Dr. 
The number of churches increased 8 Ctawley also reports that there is a press- 
“i per cent, and at the same time the number ge oy! ‘naigeese nage preg ae neg 
of mission chapels also increased. The ‘@"¢, an 2: “niga Sg a hcgcant ng 
on, | Orient fields reported an increase of 27 per Waiting availability of nurses for mis- 
Nd | cent in national pastors and an increase Sionary service. 
re} of 14 per cent in self-supporting churches. 
ss} “It is encouraging to note the number of BURMA: . 
00 national pastors and of self-supporting 90th Annual Convention Meets 
ed} churches increasing more rapidly than the An attendance of 2000 delegates plus 
n€} number of churches,” says Dr. Winston 1500 visitors was recorded at the 90th an- 
Crawley, secretary for the Orient. “These nual meeting of the Burma Baptist Con- 
. Ss = 
d 
th KACHINS EVANGELIZE HEADHUNTERS 


When the Kachin Baptist Convention met in 1954, a Kachin school teacher 


related how in the Naga Hills, not far from his school, three Naga young 
, people were selected for sacrifice to the evil spirits in connection with a big 
animist festival. Before the teacher and others reached the place, two of them 
had been sacrificed. The teacher and his friends were able to purchase the 
third captive and thus save his life. 

The several thousand Kachins present at the Convention were shocked 
and deeply moved, and voted to begin missionary work among the Nagas, 
who inhabit the hills near the Burma-India border. An experienced preacher 
volunteered to go as the first missionary. 

Since 1954, schools have been opened in three villages. More than 80 
Nagas have turned to Christ and have been baptized. Writing in Burma News, 
Herman G. Tegenfeldt reports that the more heavily populated areas of the 
Naga Hills are still untouched. The Kachins are searching their ranks for more 


missionaries to the Naga area. 
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BARELY MADE IT 

Albert L. Wright, business manager 
of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, tells of one missionary who barely 
boarded his ship in New York City as 
he sailed for a foreign field. 

According to Mr. Wright, the mission- 
ary stayed on dock after his family was 
aboard to see about the baggage which 
had arrived late. All of a sudden the 
gang plank was taken up, and the mis- 
sionary was left on the dock. The only 
way he could get aboard was through the 
mail chute, so down he went. 


vention in Rangoon. The convention theme 
was “The Task Before Us.” 

Burma Baptists, who date their begin- 
ning from Dr. Adoniram Judson’s landing 
on Burma soil in 1813, now operate as 
an indigenous group after almost 150 years 
of leadership through the American Bap- 
tist Foreign Mission Societies. 

The 1957 statistics of the Convention 
show a total of 1509 churches with 183,210 
members. The churches baptized 8,383 
new converts in 1957. 


Van Bik Heads School 

David Van Bik has been elected princi- 
pal of the Zomi Baptist Bible Training 
School at Falam. He is the first Burman 
national to head the Zomi school which 
up till now has been directed by American 
Baptist missionaries. 

Mr. Van Bik was chosen by the 20,000- 
member Zomi Baptist Convention, a part 
of the nation-wide Burma Baptist Conven- 
tion. 

He has been a student the past two years 
at Berkeley Baptist Divinity School, U.S.A., 
where he has been studying languages and 
translation techniques with a view to 
translating the New Testament into the 
local Chin language. He has already trans- 
lated parts of the Old Testament. 


INDIA: 
Emergency at Serampore 

A serious emergency has developed in 
connection with Serampore College, ac- 
cording to Baptist Missionary Society in 
London. The Council of the College has 
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for some time been occupied with fg. 
reaching plans for the reorganization an 
development of the College. But now g. 
rious deterioration has been detected with. 
in the original, historic college building 
itself. 

Some of the massive wooden bean; 
which have supported the first floor eve 
since William Carey and his colleagues ¢. 
tablished the college in 1818 were replaced 
with steel earlier in this century, but now 
engineers advise that all the 30 remaining 
main beams must be replaced this year, 
in order to maintain the fabric. The cost 
will be in the region of £2,500. 

College authorities are dismayed that 
this major expenditure should have become 
necessary just at the time when it seemed 
possible to begin on a forward move in 
connection with long-term plans. Yet they 
feel there are many friends who would 
want to ensure that this additional expendi- 
ture should be met without delay, in order 
that the way may be clear for the main 
work of the college to go forward. 


Mission in Aruku Valley 

The Convention of Baptist Churches of 
the Northern Circars, a mission field born 
75 years ago as part of Canadian Baptist 
overseas work, has formally taken respon- 
sibility for evangelization of a territory be- 
yond the hills of Visakhapatnam City 
“where dwell about half a million people 
who are practically uncivilized, uncared 
for and not reached by the gospel of 
Christ.” 

It is a venture of faith on the part of 
the Indian convention, which itself is not 
yet a completely self-supporting body. The 
Aruku Valley and its confines are situated 
in the Eastern Ghats at an altitude of about 
4500 feet and its area covers a vast forest 
with panthers and tigers freely roaming 
about. 

The mission includes about 2,000 bap- 
tized believers, three churches and six 
mission centers. 

Missionaries Rev. and Mrs. Victor 
Joseph live in the Aruku Colony and pas- 
tors G. Jaya Prasada Rao and D. Swami 
Nadan work in the Sunkarimetta and 
Chintapalli churches. 

(Continued to page 14) 
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the best of A.T. Robertson 


Broadman Press proudly announces the publication of four 
books by A. T. Robertson—newly revised—representing 
the best of his thinking and writing. 
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STUDIES IN THE EPISTLE OF JAMES i 
revised by Heber F. Peacock : Srudies 






Using an expository approach rather than : Tee 
a detailed commentary, this book brings 
out the peculiarly modern note in James’ 
emphasis on social problems and reality 
in religion. Available now $2.75 
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STUDIES IN MARK’S GOSPEL 
revised by Heber F. Peacock 


A most enlightening interpretation of 












8 Mark’s Gospel. Available now $2.50 
Order now 
)- 
PAUL'S JOY IN CHRIST 
‘ revised by W. C. Strickland from your 
I A paragraph-by-paragraph commentary BAPTIST 
- of Philippians. Available Fall, 1959 
$2.95 BOOK STORE 
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Dedication of Henrietta School, Hong Kong 


February 21 was an important day for 
the Baptists of Hong Kong for on that day 
the Henrietta School was dedicated and 
opened. The school is named in honor of 
Henrietta Hall Shuck of Virginia, who was 
the first American woman missionary to 
China, and it was she who opened the first 
school for girls. 

In the dedication sermon, James D. 
Belote, said: “At such a time as this, it is 
worth remembering that Mrs. Shuck, pos- 


sessed of great faith, dedicated her life to 
the world-wide mission of Jesus Christ, and 
left her native land to come across the 
seas to serve her Lord in the Orient. In 
this she emulated the faith of Abraham, 
who went out ‘not knowing whither he 
went.’ In Mrs. Shuck’s day there were no 
fast steamers, no jet planes, but a sea 
voyage of many months, full of hard- 
ship and danger. As a heroine of faith, she 
came on to serve as a representative of 
Christ in Asia, the first female missionary 
from America to come to China. (She ar- 
rived in China, September 1836.) 

“It is also worthy of note that the small 
school for girls which she established in 
Hong Kong was the first of its kind in 
Asia. In that day and age only the boys 
and men went to school, and education in 


Pace 12 


Women’s Department 


Mrs. GEORGE R. MartTIN, Chairman 
Miss Lois CHAPPLE, Secretary 
Miss JEssIE Forp, Editor 


the sense in which we now use the term 
was not considered necessary for girls. 
This situation held true in many lands, but 
was specially characteristic of China. 
Despite this, being a person of rare in- 
sight and true spiritual vision, Mrs. Shuck 
began school work for girls, and opened 
the doors of the first such institution to be 
established here only a matter of months 
after the founding of the Colony. It is 
fitting that we should dedicate this school 
to the memory of such a person. 
“Henrietta Hall Shuck displayed, in ad- 
dition, steadfast loyalty to the cause and 
the Saviour she served. Whether teaching 
in her school or assisting in the work of 
the first Christian house of worship to be 
opened in Hong Kong, the Baptist Chapel 
established by her husband, the Rev. John 
L. Shuck, she was faithful and dependable, 
always giving of herself in the service of 
others. Finally, Mrs. Shuck gave her last 
full measure of devotion, and after suffer- 
ing severe illness, at a still youthful age, 
laid down her life in Hong Kong and was 
buried in the cemetery at Happy Valley. 
“The memory of her service to God and 
mankind, and of her faithfulness even 
unto death, has been a source of inspira- 
tion to multitudes of Baptists and other 
Christians for more than a hundred years. 
“We thank God for the privilege of 
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Women’s Baptist 
Training School 
at Rome 


Seventeen of the nineteen 
students in the Armstrong 
Memorial Training School 
at Rome, Italy, are shown 
in this photograph sent us 
by Miss Virginia Wingo, di- 
rector. The girl second 
from the left in the back 
row is Spanish, all the others 
are Italians. One is the only 
evangelical Christian in her entire family. 
Two others, just fifteen years of age, were 
the first in their immediate families to ac- 
cept Christ. In contrast, one of the students 
is a daughter, granddaughter and great 
granddaughter of Italian Baptist pastors. 
All are preparing for volunteer services in 
their home churches. A few will enter 
full-time Christian work. 
















Other graduates of the school are do- 
ing excellent work. The dynamic young 


Italian house director was graduated in 


1953 and served four years as a home 
missionary before taking up her work at 
the Training School. Her co-worker, a 
Bulgarian by birth, was converted in 
1951. She had lived several years in 
Albania and two years in Austria before 
coming to Italy. 








dedicating this school to His glory, and in 
memory of one of His devoted servants. 
May the Henrietta School ever be worthy 
of the name it bears, and may it always 
be an effective instrument used for the 
glory of God, for the furtherance of the 
gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and for the service of mankind.” 


Mrs. McKinney Plans World Tour 


In October of this year Mrs. Wade H. 
McKinney, wife of the pastor of Antioch 
Baptist Church, Cleveland, Ohio, will 
start on a four months’ tour of American 
Baptist missions. She will visit schools 
and hospitals in Japan, Hong Kong, the 
Philippines, Thailand, Burma, South In- 
dia, Bengal-Orissa, Assam, India and 
several countries of Europe. In addition 
to addressing conferences and other groups, 
she will bring inspiration at these gather- 
ings through her excellent singing. 

The Antioch Church in Cleveland is as- 


JUNE, 1959 





sociated with both the American and the 
National Baptist Conventions. Since 1956 
Mrs. McKinney has been vice-president 
for Christian service of the National Coun- 
cil of American Baptist Women, and is a 
former president of the Cleveland Baptist 
Women. Since 1955 she has been a mem- 
ber of the Board of United Church 
Women. 


BITS OF WISDOM 


Mrs. Ruth Pepper of England gives the 
following incident: “Some days ago I was 
visiting friends who were proudly showing 
me the newly acquired tape recording 
machine. After expressing my admiration 
I then continued to talk to them for some 
minutes. I was just about to leave when 
my host asked whether I would care to 
hear my recorded conversation. As I 
listened to the words which I had just been 
saying, I thought again how very important 
it is to be careful about our speech. The 
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A Welcome Visitor from Sweden 


The Erik Ruden Family 


It is with pleasure that we look forward 
to the visit in September of Mrs. Erik 
Ruden, who is coming to the States for 
four months as the guest of the Virginia 
Woman’s Missionary Union. Mrs. Ruden 
will be visiting many of our Baptist in- 
stitutions and conferences in the South. 
Dr. Ruden, who was recently elected as the 
European Secretary of the Baptist World 
Alliance, will remain in Sweden with the 
four daughters while Mrs. Ruden is away. 





words which I had just expressed were 
now ‘recorded’ and could be repeated 
again and again.” 


HE ao 


Mrs. Rachel Iversen of Norway passes 
on a story from her beloved former pas- 
tor, Dr. J. A. Ohrn, father of the present 
general secretary of the Baptist World 
Alliance, Dr. A. T. Ohrn. 

The story illustrates how to achieve a 
real harvest in our church work. He said, 
“The only way to make any advance with 
a little row-boat is to use both oars. Call 
the one ‘work’ and the other ‘prayer.’ If 
either one of those oars is used alone, your 
boat will only turn around and around. 
But if you use them both, that is, if you are 
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faithful in work and prayer, your boat wil] 
press forward. Prayer alone won’t do any 
good, nor will any amount of work without 
prayer. Pray and work, and God will give 
the harvest.” 


Asia— 
(Continued from page 10) 


Edward Singha Ordained 

Edward Singha, field secretary for the 
Convention of Baptist Churches of North- 
east Asia, was ordained into the Christian 
ministry at the Gauhati Baptist Church. 
Because of Mr. Singha’s wide area of 
work, guests came great distances to join 
in the service. The ordination council 
which heard Mr. Singha’s doctrinal state- 
ment and examination was headed by Rev. 
Ernest Stafford of Sibsagar. 


INDONESIA: 
Parks to Help in Recruitment 

Dr. R. Keith Parks, who has been a 
Southern Baptist missionary to Indonesia, 
has been named associate in the depart- 
ment of missionary personnel of the South- 
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board at Rich- 
mond, U.S.A. It will be his duty in the 
new position to confer with candidates for 
mission appointment. 


JAPAN: 
Youth Conference Planned 

Missionary Charles Martin reports, 
“Preparation is beginning on the Asian 
Youth Conference here in 1961.” It will 
be the second such meeting of Asian young 
people. The first was held in Hong Kong 
in 1956. 
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Youth Conferences Planned 

Two important youth conferences have 
been planned by the Youth Committee of 
the European Baptist Federation for this 
summer. 

Young people from the north of Europe 
will meet at De Vinkenhof, Holland, July 
18-25, and those from the south of Europe 
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will gather at the Baptist seminary, Rivoli, 
Turin, Italy, September 7-13. 

Sven Ohm of Stockholm, will preside at 
the De Vinkenhof conference, and Robert 
Somerville of Paris at Rivoli. Wilhard 
Becker, leader of the Rufer movement in 
Germany, will be among the speakers at 
De Vinkenhof. 

Rev. A. Stuard Arnold of London is 
chairman of the Federation’s youth work, 
and Ohm secretary. 


ENGLAND: 
Controversy Over School Aid 

Religious News Service reports that a 
controversy between Free Church and 
Anglican and Roman Catholic circles over 
state aid to  Britain’s denominational 
schools may be renewed. 

A new concern comes over proposals 
that government building grants for new 
and existing schools be raised from 50 to 
75 per cent. 

“The suggestion that increased grants 
be given to maintain and improve existing 
Anglican schools has aroused Free Church 
opposition,” RNS says. “But it is the in- 
timation that, in addition, Catholics in 
certain areas are to receive grants toward 
the building of new Catholic secondary 
schools that threatens to spark off bitter 
controversy.” 


In a strong editorial, The Baptist Times, 
edited by W. W. Bottoms, said “The effect 
for the children of Free Church parents in 
many areas, especially in Wales and Lan- 
cashire, will be disastrous. It will mean 
that in many new housing areas the only 
secondary school to which they can send 
their children will be Roman Catholic. 
They will be given a Roman Catholic edu- 
cation. 

“It is not enough for Roman Catholics 
to say that the children of other denomina- 
tions can be withdrawn for religious in- 
struction of their own kind. On their own 
arguments, Roman Catholics do not con- 
fine their indoctrination merely to Scrip- 
ture lessons. History books are rewritten, 
science and literature are given a Roman 
Catholic slant. The whole education of the 
child is pumped up with propaganda.” 


Dr. Hayward Joins IMC 

Rev. Victor E. W. Hayward, who re- 
cently resigned as general foreign secretary 
of the Baptist Missionary Society, has been 
appointed a Secretary of the International 
Missionary Council. 

The Baptist Times says that Mr. Hay- 
ward’s particular responsibilities will be 
for the research and study activities of the 
Council and to serve as executive secretary 
of the Department of Missionary Studies. 


S'= 


CALLS FOR “TRIFOCAL GLASSES” 


Arnold S. Clark, the new president of the Baptist Men’s Movement, has 
written in World Outlook, London, that Baptists need “‘trifocal glasses.” 

Choosing this theme for a layman’s retreat at Swanwick, Mr. Clark ex- 
plained, “I chose that theme because it is the basis of our Lord’s commission; 
as He left His disciples when He ascended back to heaven, He said, “Ye 
shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in 
Samaria and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Both in... andin... 
and in! Not one taking precedence of the others, but an equally clear vision of 
our whole world—near, semi-distant, distant. 

“Which, being interpreted for us Baptists, surely means both in our own 
local church and neighborhood (Jerusalem), our denomination throughout 
our land (all Judea) and the overseas mission fields (Samaria and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth). 

“And we are to have trifocal glasses—clear vision for each of these.” 
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Construction Continues 

Every week for the past year The Baptist 
Times has given reports of stone-laying or 
opening ceremonies for new Baptist build- 
ings. New churches, or church halls, have 
been erected, extensions made, old 
churches replaced and bombed premises 
cleared to make possible the construction 
of new churches. 

This building boom has been made pos- 
sible by the Baptist Home Work Fund, 
monies paid by the War Damage Com- 
mittee, the Wilson Black Trust, the Baptist 
Union Church Extension Fund and the 
sacrificial gifts of church members. An 
unprecedented number of new pastorates 
has been established with the construction 
of new churches in all areas of the coun- 


try. 


GERMANY: 
Dr. Pruden Addresses Americans 
Baptist servicemen from America sta- 
tioned in Europe, North Africa and the 
Near East heard Dr. Edward Hughes 
Pruden, pastor of the First Baptist church, 
Washington, D. C., as special lecturer at 
their annual retreat at Berchtesgaden. 


The European Armed Services Associa- 
tion of Baptists, composed of American 
servicemen and their families, sponsor an 
annual religious retreat at the Hotel Gen- 
eral Walker within sight of Hitler’s former 


summer home. Dr. Clarence W. Cran- 
ford, pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church, 
Washington, was speaker a year ago. 


Claas Elected Youth Secretary 

Dr. Gerhard Claas has succeeded Dr. 
Johannes Arndt as youth secretary for 
German Baptists, following five years as 
associate pastor of the Baptist church in 
Dusseldorf. He will continue to give sev- 
eral weeks each year to special evangelistic 
work. 

Dr. Arndt has recently accepted the re- 
sponsibilities as pastor of the Ruschlikon 
Baptist church at Ruschlikon-Zurich. 


HUNGARY: 

State Controls Appointments 
Evangelical Press Service reports from 

Budapest that a state decree issued in 

early April stiffens a procedure for con- 
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trolling appointments in the churches of 
Hungary. 

The regulations still require approval of 
all church appointments by the state but 
now also provide that government au- 
thorities may fill vacant posts if these are 
not filled by the church concerned. The 
state may take action to fill vacant posi- 
tions after either sixty or ninety days, de- 
pending on the type of post. 

All clergy are required to take an oath 
of allegiance to the people’s republic. 


ITALY: 
One Baptism for Every Ten 

Italian Baptists had one baptism for 
every ten members in 1958. Dr. Ben R. 
Lawton of Rivoli says that the growth of 
Baptist work in Italy has been in steady 
increase during the past five years. Five 
years ago there were 128 baptisms; the next 
year, 182; then 224 and 299; and last year 
405 baptisms. 

Interpreted in terms of per capita ratio, 
five years ago there was one baptism 
for every 28 Baptists, the next year it was 
one for every 21, then one for sixteen, one 
for thirteen, and last year, one for ten. 
Baptist membership in Italy has doubled 
since the end of World War II, growing 
from 2,200 to 4,383. 


Veroli Mayor Resigns 
Over Baptist Dispute 

The mayor of Veroli has resigned his 
post after the prefect of Sant’Angelo ig- 
nored his order to demolish a Baptist 
church in the small village on the grounds 
that it was not being built in accordance 
with municipal construction laws. 

However, the prefect did suspend work 
on the church for reasons of “public 
safety” and sent police to the site allegedly 
to prevent disorder. 

Veroli’s mayor, whose city council ad- 
ministers Sant’Angelo, has been trying 
to prevent the church’s construction since 
work started on the temple about a year 
ago. His attempt to have the Baptist 
temple demolished was overruled by the 
Council of State, Italy’s highest administra- 
tive authority, which declared that the 
Baptist congregation had a “fully recog- 
nized” right to build its church. 
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the church was described by Dr. Manfredi 
Ronchi, leader of Italian Baptists, as a 
“reprisal with which he probably is trying 
to create confusion among local Baptists 
and isolate them from the rest of the 
population.” Dr. Ronchi went to Veroli in 
an attempt to ease the church’s troubles. 


NORWAY: 
Youth Secretary Elected 

Egil A. Baekkelie, a former student at 
the International Baptist Seminary at 
Ruschlikon, has been elected youth sec- 
retary for Norwegian Baptists. His decision 
is expected soon. 


POLAND: 
Ministers to Five Churches 

Rev. Zdzislaw Pawlik, Baptist minister 
at Lodz, has the oversight of five congre- 
gations totalling about 200 people. Each 
Sunday he conducts services in at least five 
different sections of the city. Lodz is the 
second largest city in Poland. 

In addition to the regular Sunday serv- 
ices in the five churches, other services are 
sometimes held in the homes of the people 
who include Germans, Russians and 
Ukrainians. Mr. Pawlik told The Baptist 
Times on a visit to London that there is a 
great need for religious journals in Po- 
land. There are three Protestant mag- 
azines, and he handles foreign news for the 
Baptist Journal, The Way of Truth, which 
has a monthly circulation of 2,500 copies. 
He is particularly interested in the religious 
education of young people. 


PORTUGAL: 
Work Progresses at Coimbra 

Dr. A. Mauricio has worked in Portugal 
as a missionary of the Baptists of Brazil 
since 1920 and is now located in the im- 
portant university town of Coimbra. He 
writes: “Our work in Coimbra is making 
good progress. We moved into a new 
building, but it is now too small for our 
services. We have a fine attendance from 
the students at the university.” 

Dr. Mauricio expects to attend the 
Tenth Baptist World Congress in Rio de 
Janeiro next year. The Baptists of Brazil 
are paying for his passage. He has pre- 
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The mayor’s latest attempt to tear down 




















HISTORY OF BAPTIST UNION—Dr. Ernest 
A. Payne, author of “The Baptist Union: 
A Short History,” presents a copy of the 
volume to Dr. T. G. Dunning, president of 
the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ire- 


land. 


viously gone to Congresses in Stockholm 
(1923), Atlanta (1936), and London 
(1955). 


SPAIN: 
Persecution Believed Easing 

Dr. H. Cornell Goerner, regional sec- 
retary for the Southern Baptist Convention 
Foreign Mission Board, reports that there 
have been no new instances of outright 
persecution in recent months in Spain. 
Rather, several Baptist couples who had 
been seeking marriage licenses for many 
months have recently been granted per- 
mission to marry. And there has been an 
intangible, yet noticeable, change of at- 
titude on the part of many Catholics to- 
ward evangelicals in Spain. 

“This change seemed to coincide closely 
with the Pope’s announcement of an 
ecumenical council to be held next year for 
the purpose of seeking the reunion of 
Christendom,” Dr. Goerner explains. “This 
call for an ecumenical council seems to 
have been interpreted by some Catholics 
in Spain as an indication on the part of 
the Pope that he desires more friendly 
relations between Catholics and Protes- 
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tants. It remains to be seen how long this 
improved state of affairs will last and 
whether or not it will result in the open- 
ing of any closed church buildings.” 


SWEDEN: 
Special Plane from Stockholm to Rio 

Dr. Erik Ruden, associate secretary- 
elect of the Baptist World Alliance and 
presently general secretary of the Baptist 
Union of Sweden, has announced tentative 
plans for a special plane from Stockholm 
to Rio de Janeiro next June. 

The plane would be chartered to carry 
Baptists from north Europe to South 
America for the Tenth Baptist World Con- 
gress. Europeans interested in this trip 
should contact Dr. Ruden at Norrtullsgatan 
10, Stockholm, Va, Sweden. 


Rev. Oberg Nominated 


The Board of the Baptist Union of 
Sweden has nominated Rev. Simon Oberg, 
pastor of the Fourth Baptist Church of 
Stockholm, as general superintendent of the 
Baptist Union of Sweden. Election will 
take place at the annual convention of 
Swedish Baptists in June. His nomination 
is to the post which has been filled by 
Erik Ruden, who joins the Baptist World 
Alliance as associate secretary for Europe 
in October. 


Cooperative Missions 
(Continued from page 2) 

back to the Cameroons and they welcomed 
the new Society. The French brethren 
were actually in charge of the work and 
at a very moving little committee meeting 
in Paris (close to Armistice Day 1953) 
representatives of both groups shook hands 
and prayed for the new Society’s future. 

An appeal was sent out to the various 
European Unions, many of them small, 
and as a result we now have a Society sup- 
ported by our people in France, Germany, 
Switzerland, Finland, Italy, Yugoslavia 
and Spain, all sending in subscriptions to 
support the missionaries drawn from sev- 
eral nations. 
30,000 Baptists in Cameroons 

So successful has been the work in 
Saker’s old field (South Cameroons) where 
successively British, German and French 
Baptists have labored, that today there are 
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close to 30,000 church members. Owing 
to the division of the country, there is a 
Baptist Union of French Cameroun and a 
separate Cameroons Baptist Convention in 
the British territory. The former was re- 
ceived into membership in the Baptist 
World Alliance in 1953, the latter in 1955. 

The Cameroons territory is very 
large, and the new European Missionary 
Society has started work in the northern 
part of French Cameroun, up near the 
borders of the Sudan. It is a new field, and 
the leader of the work is a Swiss, with 
colleagues drawn from Germany, Finland 
and France. May God crown their labors 
with the success that attended the South 
Cameroons effort! 

It is good to realize that support for 
the new work (both in money and per- 
sonnel) is coming from South Cameroons 
as well as Europe, and how Alfred Saker 
will rejoice in glory as he sees it all. 


MIDDLE EAST 


ISRAEL: 
Baptist Center at Tel Aviv 

Baptists in Tel Aviv have secured per- 
mission from city housing authorities to 
remodel the interior of a first-floor flat 
for use as a Baptist book store and in- 
formation center. 

Dr. H. Cornell Goerner, regional sec- 
retary for the Southern Baptist Convention 
Foreign Mission Board, says that the in- 
terior of this building was demolished four 
years ago on the charge that it violated 
the building code. “Patience and persever- 
ance have paid off, and Baptists should 
soon have an important point of witness 
near the heart of the largest city in Israel.” 


LEBANON: 
Second Church in Beirut 

A second Baptist church has been or- 
ganized in Beirut. The Ras Beirut Baptist 
church, organized March 22, has 23 char- 
ter members and several persons awaiting 
baptism. One hundred ninety-five people 
were present for the organizational meet- 
ing. Ras Beirut is in the vicirity of 
American University. Rev. Joseph Costa 
is pastor. 
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LATIN AMERICA 


ARGENTINA: 


Convention Celebrates Jubilee 

Over four hundred delegates, represent- 
ing 125 churches, recently gathered in 
Rosario to attend sessions of the Baptist 
Convention of Argentina and to celebrate 
their jubilee as a convention. 

In 1909 Baptists organized as the River 
Plate Baptist Convention because it in- 
cluded churches of Paraguay and Uruguay. 
The churches of Paraguay and Uruguay 
later established separate conventions as a 
result of the missionary enterprise of the 
Argentines. 

The convention has grown from five 
churches and a handful of believers in 
1909 to 178 churches with 13,000 baptized 
believers in 1959. 

Sessions of the convention assembly and 
jubilee celebration were held in the beau- 
tiful First Baptist church of Rosario (see 
April BAPTIsT WoRLD, p. 15), which 50 
years earlier had been host to the found- 
ing fathers. The evening sessions were held 
in a large downtown theater to accommo- 
date the throngs that attended. 

Seven new churches were received into 
the convention. A total of 784 baptisms 
were reported for 1958, an increase of 7 
per cent over last year. Total offerings for 
all causes reportedly were $7,634.181 
pesos, of which $689.214 pesos were given 
for the work of the convention through 
its boards and agencies. This represented 
a 50 per cent increase over last year. 

New officers elected are Samuel Libert, 
president; Alfonso Olmedo and Lorenzo 
Pluis, vice-presidents; Lorenzo Visbeek, 
secretary; and Carlos Alarcon, treasurer. 


BOLIVIA: 
Young People Elect 


The Baptist Young People’s Union of 
Bolivia elected the following officers at its 
annual meeting in April: President, Nep- 
tali Molina; Vice-President, Carlos Lozada; 
Secretary, Esther Mayorga; and Treasurer, 
Sabino Quiroga. 


Crusades Organized 
Leaders of the Bolivian Baptist Union 
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NEXT ISSUE: SEPTEMBER 


The Baptist World is not published 
in the months of July and August. Next 
issue will be September. 

Watch for the September issue for a 
better than ever coverage of news affect- 
ing Baptists around the world. Special 
correspondents have been named from 
many countries to bring information to 
you quickly and fully. 





recently organized an evangelistic crusade 
for the churches of Bolivia. 

A “herald” visited the church prior to 
the campaign and gave instructions on per- 
sonal work. The responsibilities of the 
pastor and members in preparation and 
follow-up were outlined in letters. 

The crusade was termed highly suc- 
cessful and a large number of decisions 
were made, 


BRAZIL: 
Baptist Ads Prove Effective 

The Baptist headquarters in Rio de 
Janeiro has received more than 800 let- 
ters, almost all from non-believers, in 
response to Baptist advertisements placed 
in a Sunday magazine which is distributed 
all over Brazil. The ads, prepared by Mis- 
sionary Gene H. Wise, presented brief 
evangelistic messages and offered a free 
copy of a Gospel to all persons writing in 
their request. This is the first time such 
a plan has been tried in Brazil. 

A large percentage of the letters were 
written on business stationery and sent by 
air mail—proof that they were not written 
by people too poor to buy a Gospel or 
Bible, Mr. Wise said. “This experiment 
shows that the Brazilian people want to 
read God’s Word but don’t know where 
they can obtain Bibles,” he explained. 

In addition to the Gospels, Mr. Wise 
sends evangelistic and doctrinal tracts to 
each person responding. He said only two 
letters of complaint have been received 
whereas a number of people have returned 
decision cards indicating their acceptance 
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of Christ as Saviour and others have re- 
quested further information about the gos- 
pel. 


ECUADOR: 
Crowds Attend Baptist Services 
Missionary Howard L. Shoemake re- 
ports on evangelistic efforts in Guayaquil, 
as follows: “Last week we saw more peo- 
ple crammed into a building in La Tola 
per square meter than I have ever seen 
attend church anywhere. We had 500 
sitting, standing and stooping in an audi- 
torium built to hold only 200. God blessed 
our efforts with 35 professions of faith in 
eight days.” In another center, five boys 
who had been influenced by a son of Mr. 
Shoemake made professions of faith. 


HAITI: 
Work Advances Despite Famine 


Classes are now meeting in the new Bap- 
tist day school at Cap Haitien, although 
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COLLEGIO BATISTA, 
one of many Baptist in- 
stitutions in Brazil, will be 
among the points of in- 
terest to visitors attending 
the Tenth Baptist World 
Congress in Rio de 
Janeiro, June 26-July 3, 
1960. 


construction on the building is not quite 
completed, reported the Rev. C. Stanford 
Kelly, the American Baptist Convention’s 
general missionary to Haiti. 

A new camp-site for summer youth 
camps has just been bought at Mirebalais, 


near Port au Prince. The 16-acre river- 
side area will be closer to Baptist churches 
in the south part of the island than is the 
seminary at Limbe, where all summer 
camps have been held until now. Tem- 
porary thatch huts and tents would be put 
up so two youth camps can be held dur- 
in the 1959 summer season. 

Throughout the current food famine, the 
Baptist people of Haiti have remained 
strong in their faith, Mr. Kelly reported. 
He praised the many lay-workers as “the 
backbone of Haitian Baptist work,” point- 
ing out that with only 30 ordained Baptist 
pastors to serve the 530 mission churches, 
500 lay-preachers must conduct services 
every week. These men, many with only a 
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few years of formal education, are trained 
for their church duties in annual two-week 
summer institutes held at the Baptist semi- 
nary in Limbe. 


MEXICO: 
Concerted Evangelistic Emphasis 

One hundred and fifty Baptist churches 
of Mexico and their missions are placing 
special emphasis on evangelism in 1959; 
reports Ervin E. Hastey, president of the 
evangelism committee of the Mexican 
National Baptist Convention. 

An evangelism congress in May 1958 
prepared a calendar of evangelistic ac- 
tivities. Mexican Baptists prayed with their 
brethren around the world on the evening 
of December 31 for the success of the 
Baptist Jubilee Advance. On January 4 
“personal soul-winners pledge day” was 
observed. 

Ten of the eleven associations compos- 
ing the convention have set their dates for 
simultaneous revivals on an associational 
basis. The other association will hold re- 
vivals in each church in November. 

A report received from the North Cen- 
tral Association which held a campaign the 
week of March 22-29 relates the participa- 
tion of fifteen churches and nineteen mis- 
sions. A total of 884 professions of faith 
were made; 75,000 tracts were distributed; 
4,467 gospels and 387 New Testaments 
were given away; 3,031 homes were visited 
and 21,000 attended the meetings. 

A 30-minute radio program was pre- 
sented and the revivals were advertised in 
the two leading newspapers of the area. 
A follow-up series of newspaper articles 
about Baptist beliefs was well received by 
the public, comments Mr. Hastey. 

Another evangelism congress will be 
held in June for ministers and laymen. 


PANAMA: 
Seminary Has Graduation 

Four men and two women, all of Pan- 
amanian descent, are in the first graduat- 
ing class of Panama Baptist Seminary 
which held its commencement ceremonies 
at First Baptist church of Panama City in 
January. All students had completed a 
regular four-year course in theology and 
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Christian education. Rev. R. G. Van Roy- 
en, superintendent of Panama work of the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board, is 
president of the seminary. 


PERU: 
Theological School Opened 

The Peruvian Baptist Theological In- 
stitute was opened in Lima on April 6 with 
eight students enrolled in the first class. 
The majority of the students had felt the 
Lord’s call to full-time Christian service 
for more than a year, but they had had no 
opportunity for training before the in- 
stitute opened, reports Mrs. J. Bryan 
Brasington, Southern Baptist missionary. 

Dr. Randall D. Sledge is president of the 
institute and professor of New Testament. 
Other professors are: Rev. Lowell E. Led- 
ford, Old Testament; Rev. Charles W. 
Bryan, evangelism; Rev. J. Bryan Brasing- 
ton, church history; Mrs. Sledge, speech; 
and Mrs. Brasington, music and piano. 


NORTH AMERICA 


BJA President Kept Busy 

Dr. T. B. McDormand, current chair- 
man of the Baptist Jubilee Advance com- 
mittee, is making numerous addresses 
concerning the program. In addition to 
Over twenty speaking engagements ac- 
cepted, Dr. McDormand plans to make 
two radio broadcasts and has written many 
articles for publication. 


CANADA: 
New School Begun 

Dr. N. H. Parker, principal of Mc- 
Master Divinity College, Hamilton, Ont., 
announced the award of the contract for 
construction of the new Divinity school, 
reports Editor Harold U. Trinier of The 
Canadian Baptist. 

The total cost of the new building, to 
be located on 1.7 acres owned by the Di- 
vinity College, will be about $800,000. 

Dr. H. S. Stewart, dean emeritus of 
Theology, turned the first sod at a cere- 
mony to mark the beginning of construc- 
tion on May 2. Assisting in the ceremony 
were Principal Parker; The Hon. R. L. 
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Kellock, chancellor of McMaster Universi- 
ty; Dr. G. P. Gilmour, president of Mc- 
Master; Dr. D. A. Burns, Home Missions 
superintendent; The Hon. John Root, 
president of the Baptist Convention of 
Ontario and Quebec; and Dr. C. Howard 
Bentall, president of the Baptist Federa- 
tion of Canada. 

McMaster University, a former Baptist 
institution, is now “a Christian school of 
learning without denominational affilia- 
tion.” The Divinity College continues to 
be the Baptist training school for pastors 
and church workers. 


U. S. A.: 
Hungarian Fellowship 


Forty-two Hungarian-Americans were 
present at the establishment of a Hungarian 
Protestant church fellowship at the Seventh 
Baptist Church, Baltimore, where Dr. F. 
Bredahl Petersen is minister. A Hungarian- 
American Baptist minister, Rev. Steven 
Szori, and a Hungarian artist played a 
violin solo. Hymns were sung in both 
the Hungarian and American languages. 

Dr. Petersen said that some of the young 
men in attendance had been freedom- 
fighters in the Hungarian revolution of 
1956. An elderly man was radiantly happy 





to find fellow-countrymen, as he had ar. 
rived as a Hungarian refugee from Aus. 
tria only two weeks before. 


Lottie Moon Gifts Exceed $6 Million 

Southern Baptists make a special offer- 
ing each Christmas to foreign missions, 
known as the Lottie Moon Christmas Of- 
fering, honoring the pioneer SBC mission- 
ary to China. Books on the 1958 offering, 
show total gifts in this one offering of 
$6,762,468.63. This is $640,000 more 
than the 1957 total. 


Charles L. Dinkins Appointed 

Rev. Charles L. Dinkins has been 
named temporary executive secretary of 
the Sunday School Publishing Board, litera- 
ture agency for the National Baptist Con- 
vention, U.S.A., Inc. 

Mr. Dinkins, succeeds the late A. M. 
Townsend, who died recently after heading 
the agency for more than 39 years. 


Dr. St. Amant to Southern 

Dr. Clyde Penrose St. Amant, currently 
professor of church history at the New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, has 
been named dean of the school of theology 
at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. In addition to various de- 
grees earned by Dr. St. Amant in Ameri- 
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ALASKA MISSIONARIES USE BOAT 


As the fishermen of Kaguyak, Alaska, had finished unloading their day’s 
catch to the big tender out in the bay, they saw the Evangel, a colporter mis- 
sionary boat, glide into port. 

The men hustled ashore to join their wives and chi! Jren in gospel singing 
with accordion accompaniment. All sang heartily, then settled themselves to 
enjoy a sound film and to hear the pastor speak. At the end of the talk, the 
people asked for song after song. Reluctantly they ended their evening of 
Christian fellowship, for the men had to board their boats on the evening tide. 

The Evangel is the 38-foot boat that has carried missionaries Norman and 
Joyce Smith the seven years they have served American Baptists in Alaska. 
Its every-summer ministry reaches many seasonal canneries and ten Aleut 
villages around the Kodiak islands, 

Bought from the U. S. navy in 1945 and equipped with a superstructure, 
the Evangel now has a movie and slide projector, and amplifying system, 
a two-way radio telephone, a portable organ and ingeniously arranged cabin 
furnishings which fold out of the way to make room for about twenty-five 
people on board for church services. 
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NEW MISSIONS BUILDING—A new building for administration of the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s foreign mission enterprise was dedicated at a meeting of the SBC Foreign 
Mission Board in Richmond, Va., in April. 

Sixteen new missionaries were appointed to overseas service at the same meeting of 
the Board. This raises to 1,307 the number of active missionaries now supported by South- 





ern Baptists. The Board voted also to start new work in Viet Nam, in Southeast Asia, which 
brings to 39 the number of countries in which SBC missionaries are under appointment. 


can educational institutions, he also holds 
the doctor of philosophy degree from the 
University of Edinburgh, Scotland. 


Harvard Selects Baptist 

For the first-time in the 140-year history 
of Harvard Divinity School at Cambridge, 
Mass., a Baptist has been named to serve 
as dean. He is Rev. Dr. Samuel Howard 
Miller, 59, pastor of Old Cambridge Bap- 
tit Church and professor of Pastoral 
Theology at the Divinity School since about 
1953. He succeeds Rev. Dr. Douglas Hor- 
ton, a Congregationalist, as dean. 


Sunday School and Baptisms 

The Baptist General Conference of 
America reported a baptism ratio of one 
to 17.4 last year, meaning that one person 
was converted for every 17.4 members. 
Kenneth Carlson of Ft. Worth, Texas, is 
conducting a survey for the conference on 
the effect of Sunday school enrollment on 
such a baptism ratio. 

Mr. Carlson has determined that a 
rapidly growing Sunday school enrollment 
increases the number of baptisms, while a 
static enrollment reduces the number. An- 
other study indicated that when the aver- 
age Sunday school enrollment exceeded 
the total church membership by 25 per 
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cent, the baptism ratio was approximately 
one to twelve. When the Sunday school 
enrollment was less than church member- 
ship, the ratio was one to 36. 


Free Will Baptists Organize 


Three conferences of Free Will Baptists 
in North Carolina, representing 130 con- 
gregations with more than 8,000 members, 
have merged to form the Pentecostal Free 
Will Baptist Convention, according to 
Religious News Service. RNS reported that 
a thorny doctrinal issue in the merger— 
smoking and tobacco growing—was settled 
by eliminating from the new church dis- 
cipline a tenet declaring smoking to be a 
sin. Conference officials agreed to leave 
the matter of smoking and tobacco grow- 
ing up to the conscience of individual 
members. 


Additional Land Purchased 

Purchase of an additional 27.94 acres of 
land at the site of the new headquarters 
for the American Baptist Convention at 
Valley Forge, Pa., was announced by Roy 
I. Madsen, project co-ordinator. 

Purchase price was $452,595, or $16,- 
500 an acre. The tract adjoins the 27.6 
acres which the convention already owns 
at the intersection of the Pennsylvania 
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Turnpike and the Schuylkill Expressway to 
Philadelphia. 

A tentative appointment of a contrac- 
tor for the new convention buildings has 
been made. 


Southern Baptists Set 
Record of 143,327 Baptisms 

Recent evangelism campaigns through- 
out the Southern Baptist Convention re- 
sulted in a total of 143,327 baptisms, equal 
to 35 per cent of all baptisms in the de- 
nomination in 1958. Dr. Leonard Sander- 
son, secretary of the SBC Home Mission 
Board’s Department of Evangelism, said 
that the baptisms were the result of two 
simultaneous crusades, March 15-29 and 


April 12-26. They were the denomina- 
tion’s first step in the 1959-64 Baptist Jubi- 
lee Advance. 


37,000 Enrolled at SBC Colleges 

Enrollment at seminaries, colleges and 
universities related to the Southern Baptist 
Convention totalled more than 37,000 
when the SBC Education Commission 
made its survey last fall. The enrollment 
in seminaries was 4,976 and in colleges and 
universities, 32,136. 


White-Negro Cooperation 

About one out of four white Southern 
Baptist churches cooperates in some area 
of activity with a Negro Baptist church, 
a survey shows. 

Among the activities of interracial co- 
operation were: Vacation Bible school aid, 
pulpit exchanges, simultaneous revivals, 
erection or repair of Negro church build- 
ings, planning or conferring with Negro 
pastors, exchange of youth and music 
programs, sending Negro youth to summer 
camps, and providing educational scholar- 
ships. 

The survey was conducted jointly by the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Home Mis- 


LATE COMERS GET CHURCH 
SERVICES OVER TV 


Pastors who dream about the day that 
none of their members will interrupt 
church services by arriving late might 
follow the example of Park Road Bap- 
tist Church at Charlotte, North Carolina. 

Late arrivals at Park Road Baptist 
Church are ushered into a TV room, 
where the sanctuary service may be 
viewed on closed circuit television. 


sion Board and its Sunday School Board’s 
research and statistics department, which 
released the results, 


Honorees Chosen 

Concert singer Marian Anderson and}: 
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, pastor-emeri- 
tus of New York’s Riverside church, re- 
ceived “Baptist Century Awards” at the 
hands of the Empire State Baptist Mission- 
ary Convention, a Negro Baptist group. 
They were cited for their “many years of 
extraordinary service, during which their 
influence has been felt around the world.” 
The awards were presented at a dinner at 
which Dr. Sandy F. Ray, convention presi- 
dent, presided. 


Boggs Enters Evangelism 

Frank Boggs, the well-known recording 
artist, plans to resign as minister of music 
at the First Baptist Church, Tallahassee, 
Fla., to enter full-time evangelistic work in 
July. His headquarters will be in Atlanta, 
Ga. 

Mr. Boggs is a former soloist with the 
Baptist Hour and has been on the British 
Broadcasting Corporation’s TV and radio 
network several times. 





